 [ YOUR ORGANIZATION'S LOGO ]
 
[Date]
[Recipient name]
[Title: e.g. Minister of Health / Member of Parliament]
[Ministry / Parliament, Country]
Subject: A framework to strengthen cardiovascular health in [COUNTRY]
Dear [Recipient name / Minister / Honourable Member],
Cardiovascular disease (CVD) is the world's leading cause of death, claiming over 20.5 million lives a year: nearly one in three deaths worldwide and one person roughly every 34 seconds. [Insert national statistic: e.g. CVD accounts for X% of deaths / X preventable deaths per year in [COUNTRY]. Globally, CVD and related conditions such as hypertension are estimated to have cost economies approximately US$3.7 trillion between 2011 and 2025 alone, through treatment costs, lost productivity and premature death.
Much of this burden is preventable. Proven, affordable interventions already exist to prevent, detect and treat cardiovascular disease. According to the World Health Organization, every US$1 invested in cardiovascular prevention and control can generate up to US$8 in economic return through reduced healthcare costs, improved productivity and healthier populations. 
What is missing is not evidence, but implementation: dedicated targets, financing, coordination and accountability at national scale.Despite representing the largest share of the global burden of disease, cardiovascular health continues to receive insufficient policy attention. A 2024 World Heart Federation analysis found that less than 20 countries had a dedicated national cardiovascular health strategy or action plan. [Insert country-specific sentence describing whether a national cardiovascular plan currently exists.]
A new tool is here to support countries in promoting and securing cardiovascular health for all communities. The recent launch of the World Heart Federation's Framework for a National Cardiovascular Health Plan provides a timely opportunity for [COUNTRY] to strengthen its response to cardiovascular disease. Developed from global evidence and international best practice, the Framework offers governments a practical and adaptable roadmap to strengthen cardiovascular prevention, early detection, treatment, rehabilitation and long-term care. It is designed to support countries in translating evidence into coordinated national action, whether by strengthening the cardiovascular component of existing national health or NCD strategies or by developing a dedicated national cardiovascular health plan tailored to the country's priorities and needs.
We therefore call on [the Government of [COUNTRY] / Parliament] to: 
1. Develop or strengthen a national cardiovascular health plan, using the World Heart Federation Framework as a reference; 
2. Allocate sustainable financing for cardiovascular disease prevention, diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation within the national health budget; 
3. Set measurable national targets aligned with the UN Political Declaration of the fourth UN High-Level Meeting on Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health or the World Heart Federation’s five policy asks, including improved hypertension control, implementation of evidence-based fiscal policies such as taxation of harmful products, and reductions in premature cardiovascular mortality; 
4. [Add 1–2 country-specific asks — e.g. a named policy, funding line, or legislative step relevant to [COUNTRY]]
We stand ready to support [the Ministry of Health / Parliament] in adapting this Framework to our national context. We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further and to share the full Framework and supporting materials at your convenience.
The evidence and the tools are now in hand. What is needed is the political will to act and we hope [COUNTRY] will be among the countries leading the way.
Yours sincerely,
[Name]
[Title]
[Organization name, national WHF member]
[Contact details]
